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A Proposal to develop a section of Augusta’s 
Eastside Boat Landing into a public recreational site 
dedicated to Maine Veterans.



   This proposal follows your approval in August of last year to develop a section of the Eastside 
Boat Landing into what we call a “PaddlePark”.  The idea was to add an additional 14 Kayak 
Condo modular storage units to the 6 existing Kayak Condos now in place – adding amenities 
such as a covered shelter, patio, picnic tables, BBQ grills and an outdoor system – among others 
inclusions.  Working last fall with Community Services Director Leif Dahlin, it was determined to 
cover the costs of all I’d envisioned on on the site – the “bottom line” would be somewhere in the 
neighborhood of $33,000.  Although offset by in-kind donation of materials and labor, additional 
funding would have to be found.  At that time – I hadn’t a clue as to where to begin to look.  

   As some of you know, I worked with the Maine National Guard from 2006-2010, during which 
time I created a calendar – the proceeds of which benefitted the families of deployed MNG 
members.  Although the calendar was instrumental in raising money – it was appreciated by all as 
going towards raising awareness of the hardships – not just those fighting two separate wars in 
foreign lands – but those making ends meet here at home.  
   I contacted some of my old friends in the Guard to inquire as to whether there was – or any plan 
to create – a “place of recognition” for those who fought in Iraq or Afghanistan. Other than the 
Veteran’s cemetery, the WW II memorial at the traffic circle – and a display in the State House’s 
Hall of Flags, there didn’t seem to be anything existent – or in the works. 
   I had an idea.  I thought of General Libby – who I’d met and admired from my calendars days 
to run my idea by him.  Now retired, I figured I could count on him to test the waters, so to speak.  
He’d surely know the “ins and outs” of military procedure – and serve a true barometer of how 
such a notion as the one I had in mind might be perceived.  We’ve met now numerous times, 
pitching the idea to others for their thoughts and to gain a consensus.  Our list included picking 
the notable brains the City Manager, Mayor Stokes, Mark Johnston, Allyson Handley – and most 
recently and certainly the “key” to this entire endeavor, BG Jim Campbell – the current Adjutant 
General of the Maine National Guard.   We are delighted to report that everyone was enthusiasti-
cally onboard with what was now “our” idea. 

The “Maine Veterans PaddlePark” 

   I am proud beyond words to be joined tonight by General Libby to present to you a proposal to 
designate and dedicate a portion of the Eastside Landing area to be known as the “Maine Veter-
an’s PaddlePark” in honor not only those who have in recent years deployed to Iraq and Afghani-
stan – but by all Maine Veterans.  The PaddlePark should not be regarded as a “memorial”  – but 
rather, a “tribute” –  in the form of a unique recreational facility to be enjoyed by all – veterans and 
citizens alike. This is the first “PaddlePark” (so named) – anywhere in Maine, America – or the 
world.  It’s fitting that it should be dedicated to those who have served our country. 
    The following pages contain a fund-raising effort – also unique to anywhere – as well as a listing 
of prospective amenities and suggestions as to how this public municipal facility might be utilized.  
We anticipate, given in-kind materials and volunteer labor (carefully coordinated with Community 
Services) the entire project to cost under $75,000.  We fully intend – with the council’s approval 
– to raise that capital  – and perhaps more – at zero cost the the taxpayer, as I’d promised.  Not a 
single, solitary dime.  Here’s how we believe this can be accomplished —

A Unique Proposal



The City of Augusta Maine Veteran’s Patio

   Everyone has seen public and private fund-raising projects employing “promotional bricks”.  
Nothing new there.  But what if those those bricks bore the names of those who served in Iraq 
or Afghanistan (or both)  include a service person’s name, home town, and the name of the brick 
sponsor – either parents, spouse, sibling or family member, friend – or employer.  What if that brick 
were placed on a huge patio in the shape of Maine – approximately where that hometown exists 
geographically on the “map”?   Cool?   We think so! 

   The site would include:
   (1)   ”Augusta” covered shelter
   (2)   Veteran’s Patio (roughly 20’ X 40’)
   (3)   Informational Kiosk
   (4)   Handicapped Access Ramp
   (5)   Existing “put-in” (boat) ramp
   (6)   Fire Pit
   (7)   Picnic Tables
   (8)   Bicycle racks
   (9)   Outdoor sound /lighting system

The site would/could offer:
   (1)  Kayak Storage (lease income)
   (2)  Kayak safety lessons 
   (3)  Handicapped paddling access
   (4)  Social activity / gathering space
   (5)  Paddling trade show
   (6)  Chamber events
   (7)  Company Picnics 
   (8)  Food concessionaire income
   (9)  Hosted Fund-raisers:
        – “Chil Dog Tuesdays”
        – “Fish-fry Fridays”
        –  Tango/Merengue lessons
        –  and much, much more!

(BANGOR)

Veteran’s Brick Capital Campaign

    With General Campbell’s enthusiastic endorsement, Maine’s vast military outreach network, 
bricks would be sold to families, friends and employer members of ESGR (Emploree Support for 
the Guard & Reserve) as well as other veteran’s organizations.  Individual or group brick orders can 
be made online through www.thatsmybrick.com – the brick supplier in Wisconsin.  Money goes 
right to a tax-deductable 501c3 account.  The city qualifies as such – and has an account set up 
specifically for the “PaddlePark”.  Bricks can be purchased and shipped at our request on demand 
as orders come in.  For example, 100 bricks at a time or whatever we choose.  However this 
system is set up – this is truly an “unprecedented municipal/military collaboration”. 

(AUGUSTA)
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(PORTLAND)



Site Engineering & Construction 

   As stated, this is a unique and truly unprecedented collaboration between the Maine National 
Guard and the City of Augusta.   We are not setting a precedence for all other cities – but rather 
proposing a “partnership” to create a unique site specific – and rightfully located – in the Capitol 
City of Augusta.  
   There’s a positive “story” that might emerge from such a unique collaboration at a time when 
municipal budgets in Maine are tight.  Coupled that with welcoming home, this summer, the 
remainder of those who have sacrificed with great courage and resolve for perhaps many more 
years than anyone expected – and we’d have something to talk about.  No one will argue with the 
debt of gratitude we owe these men and woman in uniform. 
    Along that line, many of these people are highly skilled – and too many are currently unem-
ployed.  It would be our wish that the city – itself understaffed of late, would use the capital that 
would be raised under this brick campaign – to employ as much labor as would be needed be-
yond the city’s current work load and routine responsibilities to maintain the city services.  This, 
again, as we endeavor to bring this project forward – without burden to the city staff or any cost 
to the taxpayer.  “Lack of available manpower” was certainly considered in devising this unique 
and promising capital campaign.  We are aware of competitive bidding and other strict municipal 
guidelines that must and will be adhered to – just as anticipate the military as having their own 
criteria to move forward judiciously – but properly. 
   Above all, just as we hope this park will be for the benefit and enjoyment of all – so too, would 
we like to enjoy creating it.  Let’s factor in some fun.

PaddlePark Advisory Board

  We highly recommend the creation of an Advisory Board to recommend and adjudicate matters 
pertaining to purchases, rules and general maintenance of the PaddlePark. This board should 
include members of the city and military staff – as well as, perhaps, UMA, YMCA and other entities 
privy to use of the site.  This advisory board would also oversee the judicious planning and devel-
opment of our proposed “Kennebec Challenge” paddling event. See below.

Parting Caveats –

    (1) Please note that the sale of Kayak Condos are separate and apart from the sale of bricks.  
Certain individuals and businesses have previously supported the idea of a PaddlePark by 
“sponsoring” Kayak Condos.  No income from the sale of bricks will be used to purchase Kayak 
Condos.  Any additional Kayak Condos that may constitute and exist within the PaddlePark are 
separate and private business transactions.  
   (2) Likewise, the PaddlePark could (and we hope will) serve as “ground zero” for the 
“Kennebec Challenge”. That “kayak concept” will require additional sponsorship, structure and 
organization – and will not be funded by brick income.

Respectfully submitted:

Buddy Doyle
President, Kayak Concepts LLC


